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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area increased from 4.2 percent in March to 5.3 
percent in Apri 1. Over-the-month employment gains were reported in shi pbu i1 ding, eating and drinking 
places, and contract construction. On the negative side, the flooding of the Androscoggin River forced a 
major paper mill to close temporarily. As far as the Health-tex Inc. phase-out is concerned, 120 workers 
were laid off between the middle of March and April, leaving less that 50 people on the payroll. Resi-
dent employment increased from 24,200 in March to 24,850 in April, ~ile unemployment increased from 
1,070 to 1,400 in April. Last year at this time, 950 local residents were out of work, and the unemploy-
ment rate was 3.8 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Employment increased and the number unemployed declined, as economic conditions improved in the Biddeford 
Labor Market Area in April. The unemployment rate dropped from 4. 9 percent in March to 4.0 percent ;n 
April. This was the result of resident employment increasing 960 to 23,720 and the number unemployed 
falling 180 to 990. The current unemployment rate was below both the statewide rate of 5.3 percent and 
the national rate of 6.2 percent. A year ago, the local unemployment rate was higher at 5.2 percent and 
1,290 residents were unemployed. Between March and April this year, manufacturing employment grew 
slightly due to gains in apparel, rubber and miscellaneous plastics products, and electrical and elec-
tronic machinery. Nonmanufacturing evidenced seasonal gains in contract construction and retail trade. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Economic conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area improved for the third consecu-
tive month in April. Resident employment increased by 700 to 37,600 in April, ~ile total joblessness 
fell by 100 to 2,400. The resulting local unemployment rate dropped from 6.3 percent in March to 6.0 per-
cent in April. Maine's unemployment rate declined from 5.5 percent to 5.3 percent, while the national 
rate fell from 6.9 percent to 6.2 percent. The number of local nonfann jobs increased by 400 in April, 
with employment increases in shoe manufacturing, contract construction, wholesale trade, and services. 
Last year at this time, 2,800 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate was 6.9 percent. 
As far as economic development news is concerned, the Central Maine Power Company is making final prepara-
tions to begin construction later this summer on the $55 million Lewiston Falls Hydroelectric Project on 
the Androscoggin River between Lewiston and Auburn. Central Maine Power will build a 25 megawatt generat-
ing station, expected to produce 125 million kilCMatt-hours of electricity annually. The entire project 
is expected to come on line in 1990. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Following normal seasonal trends, economic conditions in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical Area evi-
denced improvement from March to April. Resident employment increased from 110,700 to 113,200, while the 
number unemployed fell from 3,300 to 3,000. The resulting April unemployment rate was 2.6 percent, d<Mn 
from 2.9 percent in March. April unemployment rates for the state and nation were 5.3 percent and 6.2 
percent, respectively. The latest improvement in the local economy can be attributed to employment gains 
in nonmanufacturi ng. Sea son al growth occurred in con tract construct ion and reta i1 trade. Construct ion 
projects underway this spring include a waste-to-energy plant, the continued repair of Tukey's · Bridge, 
and the construction of office buildings by an insurance company. A five-year moratorium has been placed 
on development of the Portland waterfront. Retail trade employment has been given a boost in South Port-
1 and, as Malls i de recently opened alongside the Maine Mall and Mall Plaza. Manufacturing employment 
dropped slightly between March and April as gains in leather and leather products and food and kindred 
products were unable to offset losses in transportation equipment and electrical and electronic 
equipment. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The employment situation in the Rumford Labor Market Area suffered a temporary setback in April. The 
great Androscoggin River flood of 1987 forced many reta i1 estab 1 i shments in the Rumford-Mexico area to 
close for two weeks to clean-up and assess monetary damages. The raging water of the Androscoggin also 
caused serious damage downriver in the Di xfi el d-Peru-Can ton area where a major shaped wood products ma nu-
facturi ng plant and several other small businesses closed for repairs. Besides the flood, there were sea-
sonal layoffs in logging as well as layoffs resulting from the spring closure of ski resorts. All of 
this caused resident employment to fall from 7,650 in March to 7,420 in April, while unemployment 
increased from 600 to 810. This resulted in an April 1987 jobless rate of 9.8 percent, which compared 
with 7.3 percent last month and 9.5 percent a year ago. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Despite employment gains, the level of unemployment changed little from March to April in the Waterville 
Labor Market Area. Resident employment increased from 20,440 in March to 21,160 in April, while unemploy-
ment increased from 1,090 to 1,100. Manufacturing employment gains were evidenced in paper and allied 
products and nonelectrical machinery. In nonmanufacturi ng, seasonal gains occurred in construction and 
services. The April floods caused some temporary separations from the textiles, leather and leather prod-
ucts, and lumber and wood products industries. The combination of rising employment and unemployment 
resulted in the unemployment rate falling from 5.1 percent in March to 4.9 percent in April. Correspond-
ing state and national rates for April were 5.5 percent and 6.2 percent, respectively. Last year at this 
time, the local unemployment rate was 5.5 percent. 
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MAINt 0£PART'MEN f ' OF 
I--'~!~!~!\ ~~=:~.o:;:~~:..:::. =~~= .. DATA SERIES: CLF 4-87 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES~ 
LABOR FORCE.11 RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNEMPLOYMENT 
AREAS 
Aor. 87 Mar. 87 Aor. 86 Aor. 87 Mar. 87 11.nr. Ah 11.nr . P.7 M.::or P.7 
MAINE,Statewlde . . .. . ... ..... .. . 554 . 3 540. 7 555 . 5 524.9 510.8 520.} 29.4 29.9 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
m 
' 
Bangor MSA ..... . . .. ...... . .. 39,700 38,800 40 ,800 37,900 36,700 38,300 1,800 2,100 
Lewlaton-Auburn MSA ..• .. . . ... 40,000 39 ,400 40,300 37 ,600 36 , 900 37,500 2,400 2,500 
Portland MSA ... . . .. ... ~ , .... ~. 116,200 114 ,000 115,400 113,200 110,700 112, 100 3,000 3,300 
Portemouth,Oover· ~ ~ 
Rocheater MSA 3J . .. .. .. . .. . 126,700 124,400 121,700 124,000 121 , 100 118 ,600 2,700 3,300 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augu1t1 .. . ..... ....... .. ~.~- . ~· 31,570 30,500 31,900 29,820 28,640 30,270 1,750 1,860 
B1th·Brun1wlck . . . . . . .... . .... 26,250 •25,270 25,060 24 ,850 24,200 24,110 1,400 1,070 
Bellnt ... . . ... ... .. .. • .. ..... 10,340 10,030 11,080 9,510 8,990 9,860 830 1,040 
Biddeford ........ . .......... :~ 24,710 23,930 24,910 23,720 22 , 760 23,620 990 1,170 
Boothbay HarborWl1c1t11t' . ' ' . 11,540 10,910 11,870 11, 170 10,370 11,330 370 540 
Calal1-E1ttport ..... . .. . ....... 12,970 12,560 12,800 11,340 11, 130 11,130 1,630 1,430 
Caribou-Presque Isle .. .•. ~- ~ ... ,. 21 , 720 20,980 21 ,400 19,440 18,830 19,270 2,280 2, 150 
Central Penobscot .. ..... . . ... . 2,410 2,490 2,530 2,240 2, 300 2,270 170 190 
Dover-Foxcroft .. . ... . ... .. . . . . 6,070 6,320 6,560 5,6 30 5,900 6,020 440 420 
Ellsworth .. . . .....• . ... ., . ... .. 21,030 20 ,110 21,350 19,380 18,280 19,500 1,650 1,830 
Farmington ...... .. .. . . ... ,, ., . . ,. 12,160 11,830 11,930 11,250 11,130 10,800 910 700 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . .. . .. . .. ·u . 4,950 4,830 4,910 4,170 4,300 4,040 780 530 
Greenville . ... .. .... . ... .. . I 960 1,050 1,130 860 980 930 100 70 
Houlton . .. 
m 5,690 5,460 5,800 5,180 5,100 5,180 510 360 . . . ... . . -.. .. .. . 
Klttery·York lf .......... . , . . ~ . . . 27,860 27,440 27,370 27,560 26,930 27,020 300 510 
Llncoln-Howland .. .... .. . . . . .. 4,980 5,020 5, 250 4,580 4,700 4,610 400 320 
Livermore Falla .. .. . , . . .. , . . ... 4,050 4,020 4,360 3,800 3,710 4,010 250 310 
Madawaska-Van Buren ... . ~ . . . . 3,590 3,580 3,630 3,230 3,150 3,170 360 430 
Mllllnocket-Ent Mllllnock.et .. ... 4,110 4,070 4,420 3,900 3,830 3,980 210 240 
Norway-Paris .... . ........ . . ... 11,310 10,990 10,990 10,670 10,320 10,120 640 670 
Patten-latand Falla . .... . . .. .. . . 2,420 2, 360 2,330 2,120 2,190 2 ,010 300 170 
Rockland ... ... .. J . . . . ~ . .... .. , 17 , 240 16 ,660 16,870 16,560 15,790 15,620 680 870 
Rumford . .. . , .. . · .. .. ~ ......... -~ 8,230 8,250 8,320 7 ,420 7,650 7,530 810 600 
Sanford . ........ ... . . . . .. .... 15,160 14,920 15,350 14,630 14,060 14,380 530 860 
Sebago Lakea Region . .. . ... . . . 11 ,320 10,970 11, 160 10,990 10,580 10,680 330 390 
Skowhegan ...... .. . ... . . .. . .. 23,550 22,640 22,810 21,830 21, 150 20,630 1,720 1,490 
SouthwHt Penobscot .... . . . ... 9,980 10,020 10,670 9,200 9,230 9,720 780 790 
Waterville ... . . .. . .. .. . . . .. ... . 22,260 21,530 22 ,260 21,160 20,440 21,040 1,100 1,090 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut . . ... . ............ 1,739.0 1,723.7 1,727.0 1,682.6 1,658.0 1,662.4 56.4 65.7 
MaasachuHtla . .. • ... . . . ...... 3,046 .0 3,048 .5 3,016.3 2,928.0 2,912.4 2,900.8 118.0 136.0 
New H1mp1hlre . . ~ ...... . .... . 572.8 566.9 553.3 559.4 551.9 537.3 13.4 15.0 
Rhode Island .... ..... ... . . .. . . 512.3 506.0 507.1 490.4 484.1 485.7 21.9 21.9 
Vermont ... · ........ ..... . . . . . . 290.8 295 .1 291 . 3 277.9 281.2 274.4 12.9 13.9 
NEW ENGLAND STATES .... .. . .. . 6,715.2 6,680.8 6,650.5 6,463.2 6 ,398.4 6,381 . 3 252.0 282.4 
UNITED STATES 41 . . ... ... . .. .. . . 118.347 118. 353 116.317 111 n41 11n ??o , ni:~ ?nl 7 ~nh Q 1?,'1 
MSA·Metropolltan Sta llstical Area 
Note: nla Indicates lhal the Information was nol available at the time of printing. Employment and unemployment may not add to labor force due to rounding. 
FootnotH 
JI Labor force, employmQnl, and unemploymont data for all areas not seasonally adfusled. Eallmates made Independently tor each labor market ,,ea heve been benchmarked to and 
n, trBpolatud lrom lho Cummt Populallon Survey ostlmalea for the atete. All deta ad Juatod to place ol residence b1&i1. Excludes members ol the Armed Forcea. 
.2) Curoenl anu last month llgur"8 proltmlnary. year ago figures revised . 
.JI Killary York la the eigM-town Maine portion of the Portsmouth-Dover-Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire. 
~ N•!lon,1 esllmates based on • sample or household visits; state estimates beaed on enlargements of employment figures reported. 
THESE DATA ARE DEVEU)PEO BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF ,LABOR STATISTICS. 
MA I N E DEPARTMENT 
l~J:~-·~"~).l i ~~=~:~1°:.=~~:::. :~~=ch 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
11. n r. Ah 11.nr A7 M.ir P.7 llnr RI', 
34.8 5.3 5.5 6.3 
2,500 4.5 5.4 6.1 
2,800 6.0 6.3 6.9 
3,300 2.6 2.9 2.9 
3,1 00 2.1 2.7 2.5 
1,630 5.5 6.1 5.1 
950 5.3 4.2 3.8 
1,220 8. 0 10.4 11.0 
1,290 4.0 4.9 5.2 
540 3.2 4.9 4.5 
1,670 12.6 11.4 13.0 
2,130 10.5 10.2 10.0 
260 7.1 7.6 10.3 
540 7.2 6.6 8.2 
1,850 7.8 9.1 8.7 
1,130 7.5 5.9 9.5 
870 15.8 11.0 17.7 
200 10.4 6.7 17.7 
620 9.0 6.6 10.7 
350 1.1 1.9 1.3 
640 8.0 6.4 12.2 
350 6.2 7.7 8. 0 
460 10.0 12.0 12.7 
440 5.1 5.9 10.0 
870 5.7 6.1 7.9 
320 12 .4 7.2 13.7 
1,250 3.9 5.2 . 7.4 
790 9.8 7.3 9.5 
970 3.5 5.8 6.3 
480 2.9 3.6 4.3 
2,180 7.3 6.6 9.6 
950 7.8 7.9 8.9 
1,220 4.9 5.1 5.5 
64.6 3.2 3.8 3.7 
115.5 3.9 4.5 3.8 
16.0 2.3 2.6 0 2.9 21 .4 4.3 4.3 4.2 
16.9 4.4 4. 7 5.8 
269 .2 3.8 4.2 4.0 
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SER I ES: ES-4-87 APRIL 1987 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE STATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
m • A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
,-
~ 
a:, 
:D 
Improved employment in a number of industries helped boost resident employment from March to April in the Auguste: 
Labor Market Area. Resident employment rose from 28,640 in March to 29,820 in April, while the number unemploye~ 
fell from 1,860 to 1,750. The resultant unemployment rate of 5.5 percent was well belCM the rate of 6.9 percent 
recorded in March and y1as the lowest rate recorded for this area so far this year. · Over the month, both the statEC 
and national unemployment rates also declined. The state's rate fell from 5.5 percent in March to 5.3 percent i'tl) 
April, while the national rate declined from 6.9 percent to 6.2 percent. Locally, manufacturing employment remainecm 
stable after several months of losses. Losses in apparel were offset by gains in paper and allied products. Non- 0 
manufacturing employment increased in several industries, most notably in contract construction, services, anc:, 
trade. " ~'"" ,_ ~ _m mu .!.' z 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
,-
-< 
Between March and April the unemployment rate in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area declined from 5.4 percent 
to 4.5 percent. Economic conditions improved as resident employment clirroed from 36,700 in March to 37,900 in 
April, while the number of unemployed fel 1 from 2,100 to 1,800. A year ago, 2,500 residents were unemployed and the 
unemployment rate stood at 6.1 percent. Corresponding state and national rates for this April were 5.3 percent and 
6.2 percent, respectively. Locally, employment in manufacturing edged upward in April with gains occurring in tex-
tile mill products, paper .and allied products, petroleum and coal products, and leather and leather products. All 
major industry groups contributed to employment growth in the nonmanufacturing sector. Most notable gains were evi-
denced in wholesale and retail trade, nondomestic services, and state and local government. Delays in the develop-
ment of associated computer software have delayed completion of the Over-the-Horizon backscatter radar installation 
at the Maine Air Nat ional Guard Base at Bangor International Airport (BIA). The $750 mil lion project includes a 
transmission site in Moscow and a receiving station in Columbia Falls. Between 150-160 Air Force personnel are on 
station at BIA. Upon completion, the Bangor operational center will employ approximately 450 workers including 290 
military and 160 nonmilitary personnel. A total of 47 additional workers will operate the transmitting and receiv-
ing sites in Mosc ow and Columbia Falls. 
La bar Market l11formatiut1 Sw·ices :-Wil 
MAINE OE,AATMENT OF 
L1~~~!M i :~:~,".~::.~:~~;:,:~::·.~~:: .. "' CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 21 UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
COUNTY .11. Apr. 87 Mar. 87 Apr. 86 Apr. 87 Mar. 87 Apr. 86 Apr. 87 Mar. 87 
ANDROSCOGGIN ..... ............... 46,070 45,300 46,640 2,740 2,810 3,230 5.9 6.2 
AROOSTOOK ........................ 37,620 36,490 37,330 4,130 3,590 4,280 11.0 9.8 
CUMBERLAND ....................... 124,990 122,290 123,660 3,510 3,660 3,700 2.8 3.0 
FRANKLIN .......................... 12,160 11,830 11,930 910 700 1,130 7.5 5.9 
HANCOCK .......................... 21,030 20,110 21,350 1,650 1,830 1,850 7.8 9.1 
KENNEBEC ...................... . ... 52,290 50,540 52,580 2,750 2,830 2,730 5.3 5.6 
KNOX ............................... 15,330 14,840 15,030 600 790 1,140 3.9 5.3 
LINCOLN ............................ 13,970 13,230 14,190 490 650 670 3.5 4.9 
OXFORD ............................ 21,680 21,280 21,410 1,470 1,280 1,670 6.8 6.0 
PENOBSCOT ........................ 60, 720 59,940 63,150 3,350 3,620 4,790 5.5 6.0 
PISCATAQUIS .................... .... 7,030 7 ,370 7,690 540 490 740 7.7 6.6 
SAGADAHOC ....... ... .............. 13,910 13,390 13,370 830 670 630 6.0 s.o 
SOMERSET .......................... 23,550 22,640 22,810 1, 720 1,490 2,180 7.3 6.6 
WALDO ............................. 11,500 11, 180 12,300 890 1,130 1,330 7.7 10.1 
WASHINGTON ....................... 12,970 12,560 12,800 1,630 1,430 1,670 12.6 11.4 
YORK ... ....... .......... , ......... 79,480 77 ,810 79,290 2,220 2,990 3,060 2.8 3.8 
1/ Labor 'orce. employment. and unemployment data are not seasonally adjusted. All data are on a place of res idence basis. Members of the armed forces are excluded . ~ Current and last month figures prel iminary: year ago figures revised 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BU REAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERAT!O", WITH TrlE u.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 4-87 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
Apr. 86 Apr. 87 Mar. 87 Apr. 86 
6.9 43,330 42,490 43,410 
11.5 33,490 32,900 33,050 
3.0 121,480 118,630 119 ,960 
9.5 11,250 11, 130 10,800 
8.7 19,380 18,280 19,500 
5.2 49,540 47, 710 49,850 
7.6 14,730 14,050 13,890 
4.7 13,480 12,580 13,520 
7.8 20,210 20,000 19,740 
7.6 57,370 56,320 58,360 
9.6 6,490 6,880 6,950 
4.7 13,080 12, 720 12,740 
9.6 21,830 21,150 20,630 
10.8 10,610 10,050 10,970 
13.0 11,340 11, 130 11, 130 
3.9 77 ,260 74,820 76,230 
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